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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


I’m writing this on Christmas morning and in this brief 
lull in the hurry and rush of this war torn world there is a 
chance to think over those many cards and letters we've got- 
ten from all you boys both here and abroad during this past 
week. We've been very unhappy about not getting out a 
paper, but our cut for the Favorite Railphoto has been de- 
layed in the mails. We have decided to go ahead and get out 
an issue to greet the new year and start a new volume of The 
Western Railroader. 

Your editor did get around to a bit of “old fashion”’ rail- 
fanning with the purchase of an old Market Street Railway 
horse car. The last horse car ran in San Francisco around 
1915, and some one had this car in his private estate down the 
peninsula these many years. I purchased it from a scrap deale: 
and intend to restore it as much as possible to its original 
condition. It will serve as a sort of “headquarters” for the 
Western Railroader staff. 

Since your editor is doubling as Club Secretary for Dura- 
tion I have had an opportunity to hear from many of the 
members in their letters remitting their annual dues. Mr. 
(Theodore) Gibson and myself have been very gratified with 
the enthusiasm which you all have expressed with our club 
policy of monthly meetings for the home-front members and 
as many publications as possible to those members whose re- 
turn is awaited. They too have written the club with thanks 
for the paper, for it is the club that is financing the paper. 
It was decided long ago that there would be no better use 
for the funds which the club has accumulated than to finance 
the continuance of the club paper. We feel that those who put 
forth efforts to get the club started should receive the benefits. 
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For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
502 N. Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif. 
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Equipment: HOBART ES- 
TATE 5, having had its turn 
in the movies in MGM's 
“Torrid Zone” was sold back 
to United Commercial Com- 
pany who promptly scrapped 
the narrow gauge 4-4-0. 


BAKERSFIELD & KERN 
Birney cars sold to Nova Sco- 
tia Light & Power Company 
are now numbers 177 to 181. 
—Borden 


BAMBERGER lightweight 
129, having tangled with one 
of the big 300s early last 
spring, was scrapped, leaving 
only four of the ex-Fonda, 
Johnstown and_ Goverville 
cars in the Salt Lake-Ogden 
service. Now too small to 
handle the heavier schedules 
the lightweights are taking a 
second place to the once dis- 
carded heavies. 

OAKLAND TERMINAL 
4, short-line switcher, moved 
into the big time this month 
as AT&SF 2474 operating out 
of Fresno. 


One-Man Cars: Further one- 
man cars of the Market Street 
Railway have been equipped 
with “golden glow” head- 
lights for service on the inter- 
urban line. They are num- 
bers 953, 959, 960 and 962. 


Local Service: With Southern 
California steam lines short 
of suburban coaches to 
handle week-end army and 
navy leaves, the Maritime 
Commission has stepped into 
the breach with a train of 15 
ex-IER cars. Now seen regu- 
larly on the UP to Riverside 
and the AT&SF to San Diego 
they are hauled by a steam 
engine with a _ gas-operated 


generator in the first car for 
lights.-Hammond, Fleming 


Profits: Estimated profits of 
the Market Street Railway 
for 1943 will be $730,000 it 
was reported as the state rail. 
road commission studied ar- 
guments on the company’s pe- 
tition for a rehearing on an 
order to reduce its fares from 
7 to 6 cents. The sum is about 
a ten per-cent return on the 
value set by the commission 
on the company’s properties. 


Abandonments: GRANTED: 
Ray & Gila Valley R.R., en- 
tire line Ray Junction to 
Ray, Arizona, 6.6 miles. Sou- 
thern Pacific branch line, 
Truckee to Lake Tahoe, 14.2 
miles. RECONSIDERED: 
Pacific Coast Railroad, Tay- 
lor branch, application with 
drawn. 





WESTERN RAILROAD PHOTOS: The Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany; ten engines—116 size—One Dollar Postpaid. 502 North 
California.—Advt. 


Claremont St., San Mateo, 














Since 1884 these rails have been in use 


over which a continuous supply of logs 


has fed Humboldt Bay saw mills . . . 


ONSTRUCTION of the line up 

the Elk River began in 1884 by 
Noah Falk, Judge Stafford and Mr. 
Hawley who owned the Elk River 
Lumber Company. The line was built 
to carry the sawn lumber of the Elk 
River Lumber Company to tidewater 
on Humboldt Bay. Before the railroad 
was completed the line was incorpor- 
ated as the Elk River Railroad Com- 
pany. 

Shortly -after, and before the line 
was completed, William: Carson enter 
ed the company and the Bucksport and 
Elk River Kailroad Company was 
formed. The Bucksport and Elk Rive: 
Railroad took over the Elk River Rail- 
road property and right-of way. 

From that time the road carried 
the logs of the Dolbeer and Carson 
Lumber Company and the lumber o! 


the Elk River Mill and Lumber Company until the Dolbcei 
and Carson organization started to log the Linsey Creek basin 
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north of Fureka in 1896, After that the line hauled primarily 


for the Elk River Mill and Lumber, but carried logs for 


ro 


other companies including the Holmes-Eureka Lumber 


Company. 


When Dolbeer and Carson returned to Elk River along 
the North Fork, they acquired complete ownership and con- 
trol of the railroad in 1932. The road still carried the sawn 
lumber of the Elk River Mill and Lumber on South Fork to pon 
the company’s Bucksport wharf. The Mill company had its Ww 


own railroad four miles up the South Fork to carry logs to 


the mill. 


The Dolbeer and Carson company built a new section 
at tidewater in 1935 to its log dump near Eureka and in 1934 
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extended the line a mile up the North 
Fork making a total of 15 miles of rail- 
road _ including branches and _ side 
tracks. 

Around 1933 the locomotives 
“Bucksport” and “Trinidad” were re- 
tired from service and sold to Frank 
Breeden Wrecking Company to _ be 
broken up for construction steel for 
the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 
The “Bucksport’” was the number one 
on the line having been built for the 
road. The ‘Trinidad’ became number 
two on the line when it was acquired 
from Hooper Bros. Railroad near 
Trinidad. The ‘Trinidad’, it is 
claimed. was the first locomotive to be 
placed in service in Humboldt County 
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Extensions: The Red River 
Lumber Company operations 
for the coming year require 
two major rail extensions to 
existing logging lines. The 
line leaving the Western Pa- 
cific at Halls Flat will be 
lengthened 25 miles this year 
with another 10 miles sur- 
veyed. An extension of 9 
miles is being built onto the 
line that leaves the Western 
Pacific at Poison Lake. Both 
stations are on the Bieber 
line. 


Politics: With San Francisco 
voters having voted down the 
proposal to suspend their one- 
man car law for “duration” 
by‘a better than 4 to 1 vote. 
officials of near by San Ma- 
teo County were this month 
considering a ban on one 
man cars “down the penin- 
sula”. Protests over the trans- 
fer at the county line have 
aroused local city officials 
and the labor groups are beat: 
ing the drum for a ban on 
the one-man cars. 

With the State Railroad 
Commission having stole the 
limelight with an order on 
the Market Street Railway to 
cut its fare to six cents, the 
ODT has “suspended all 
plans” in favor of voluntary 
agreements in a quiet death 


for the big stick that before 
the election was hoped would 
frighten the SF voters into 
lifting the one-man car ban. 

Hope springing eternal, the 
Market Street is still trying to 
sell—a change in management 
and a new mayor may yet 
Both have 


spring the deal. 
happened. 


Joint Trackage: The ICC has 
approved a joint trackage 
agreement between the Sou- 
thern Pacific and _ Pacific 
Electric between Baldwin 
Park and Lone Hill, 7.49 
miles, so that Pacific Electric 
freights might avoid Covina. 


Wreck: The Bieber Branch 
of the Western Pacific was 
tied up by a string of 30 Red 
River Lumber Company log 
cars near Halls Flat October 
26th when, by an unrevealed 
incident, the string rolled offi 
the private line on to the WP 
main where they were hit by 
a southbound freight of 
about 70 cars with engine 
number 209 (2-6:6-2) on the 
head and 203 about ten cars 
back. 17 Red River flats, both 
engines and about 12 cars in 
the WP train were put out 
of action and the head brake- 
man was killed. 





NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB 


Club Meeting Saturday evening, January 15, 1944, at home of 
Chairman, Theodore Gibson, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, at 8 p.m. 








efore The following is a poem sent us by Cpl. John Carrick, Western 
vould Railroader staff member, expressing his feelings as he moves with 
tial the U. S. Army Engineers somewhere in the South Pacific. 

) 


ban. 


s at ad SA 

.ve] ‘The Southern Pacific Train 
g to 
ment With apologies to WESLEY C. PEARCE, ist Lt., U. S. Army 
y yet 
have I long to hear the whistle 
And the sound of wheels again, 
The hissing steam and rumble 
7 Of a Southern Pacific train. 
4 Nas 
‘kage I want to see a headlight beam 

S 3 To watch that night-run roll 

ou- And the harmonizing crimson glare 
Acific Of the blasting, fiery oil. 
dwi 

it a O, I long to hear the whistle, 

14. That distant tenor whistle, 
-CLric That dulcet, muted whistle 
Vina. Of a Southern Pacific train. 


How I’d like to see the diner 

‘anch With its glist’ning silverware 

ii And the gold-rimmed plates and tea’ cups 
mp Which enhance the bill of fare. 

ec 
+ log How thrilled I’d be to’ hear again 

i The fleet and roaring cars 
As the cozy-lighted Pullmans 
ealed Flash by like rows of stars. 


: m O, I long to hear the whistle, 
WI That distant, tenor whistle, 
it by That dulcet, muted whistle 

it of Of a Southern Pacific train. 


ober 


gine I guess I’m just nostalgic 

» the To see a train again 

cars And to wait upon the platform 

both For her coming round the bend. 

rs in Then the clear-toned bell will dingle 

out A song of “home again” in glee, 
While click of wheels upon the rails 

rake- Will harmonize with me. 


As I sing about the whistle, 
That distant tenor whistle, 

That dulcet, muted whistle, 
Of a Southern Pacific train. 
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